A Pofition 


Againſt vainglorious, and that 
Which isfalſly called Lear- 
ned Preaching, 
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O-4- A tics of me whether 
SES Philoſophers , Po- 
ets, Or CD or to vic Latin,or 0- 
ther languages beſides the vulgar, is 
vnprofitable, vnrcaſonable, and vn- 


lawfull. 


T his is proved and confirmed by 7. 
Reaſons, 


Firſt, the example of Chriſt is the 
beſt patterne for vs to follow in all 


| —_ things , eſpecially in the 
Az works 


I. 


Wi : hy n 3. 
ES 2 | POS TOPIC TO WEIS 9s 


The Poſition. 


| FIN ordinarie Prea- 
Fey Bj chingvnto Chriſti- 
an Congregations 
Zo toallcage Authori- 

SEN at ties of me whether 
— Philoſophers , Po- 
ets, or Divines; or to vſc Latin,or o- 
ther languages beſides the vulgar, is 
vnprofitable, varcaſonable, and vn- 


. Iawtull. 
T his is proved and confirmed by 7. 


Rea ſons, 


Firſt, the example of Chriſt is the 

beſt patterne for vs to follow in all 

_ ordinary things , eſpecially in the 
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ain ONentation 
works of our Miniſtery: yea it heere. 
in wewlllingly depart from this rule, 
doubtles we can not want ſinne. 
But their maner of Preaching who 
vie Humane Authorities and Larin, 
&c. is not like Chriſtes . For all men 
know Chriſtes whole courle of tca- 
ching the Iewes, how familiar and 
plaine, and yet how Divine & ſound 
it was : even withoutallſhew or ſul- 
picion of ſuch lightnes, curiofitie, & 
oſtentatis,as ſome now in their fore- 
ſaid allegations and manner of rca- 
ching do vſe. 


Therefore thus ought all Prea- 
chers to do likewiſe; viz. after the cx- 


_ ampleof Chriſt. And that other ma- 


ner of teaching ( which ſome vſc) 
wanteth not finne, 


Second: The Apoſtles example & 
practiſe is like heerevnto, And as in 
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| etherpointss, ſo evenheerin doubt- 
+ les weoughtto follow them, as we 


ſee that they follow Chriſt, 
But in that forenagped maner of 


teaching which ſome now vſe, net-. 


ther is their example and practiſe fol- 
Jowed. Forall their ordinary Prea- 
 chingand Writingto the Churches 
was In on ſimplicitic,their wordes 
were all vulgar , their Authorities 
were all Canonicall : whiche the 
whole courſe of the Apoſtles 7s 
and Epiitls doth teſtifie. And par- 
ticularly Paul witneſſeth the ſame of 


himſelte, ſaying : * 1 came not to you *;.Cor. 


 withexcellency of wordes or of wiſedom, 


[but] ſhewing to you the teflimony of P 
God. © Neither { Hood ] my word and © vers. 


reaching 1n the intiſing (þeach 0 
#4 is But this Ying fea 
he heere inſinuaterh to have ben the 
the vie and mancr of the falſe tea- 
Chers. Some 
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- Some will dive ode « 
Hebrue propriety of [peach wilnce 
Do 3 be 1 alghed, And then 
doubtles the wordes are to be ſhew- 
ed and conſidered in the originall 
language. | 

I anſwer, in handling controver- 
ſies this ſometimes indeed is profita- 
ble. Butheere we ſpeak of Ordinary 
Preaching to Chriſtian Congregati- 
ons . In which, by thus doing this 
profitablenes very ſeldome appea- 
reth, or rather truly never . For in 
ſuch ordinary places ſo exact diſcul- 
{ing of controverſies hath no vle, as 


experience ſheweth vs. 5 tpn 


that wee ſhould necde. to vie many 
wordes in a ſtrange tounge. 

If any ſay; Paul vied ſometime 
Heathen authorities : as Act. 17. 28. 
Tit.1.12. 

We anſwere, He did fo indeed: 
| which 
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which yet nevertheles was but very! 
ſeldom, even this twiſe only. Other- 
wiſe inall the multitude of his Prea- 
chings and Writings that are extant, 
he never v{ed any other Authorities 
then. Canonicall . Which teacheth 
vs, how rarely and how vnwillingly 
in doctrine we ate to vle any othcr 
allegations,then ſuch as have in the. 
ſelves abſolut Veritie. That to the 
Corinthians 15.33.(though itbefoiid 
ſo written in Menandera Poet, yet) 
the Apoſtle citeth itonly as a com- 
mon Proverbe,as a truth out of quc- 
ſtion, and vulgarly knowen: nor as a 
teſtimonie from any Humane. Au- 
thor. 2. In thoſe two places befor 
obiected he dealeth directly with 
the Heathens and Vnbeleevers; thar 
if any thing would move them, they 
might be convinced by their owne 
; Prophets. Wherefore theſe touch 
not 
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not ourpreſentqueſtion which now 
wehayein hand. For now our que- 
ſtion.1s onely concerning ordinary 
inflruttion to Chriftian Congregations. 
3. He citeth theſe Poets in theſe 
2. places in no other language then 
that only which was vulgar , and 
which the common ſort vnderſtood 
and knew right well. But with vs the 
common people vnderitand not, on- 
ly they admire and wonder at the 
pe learning aud incomprehenſi- 

' bleknowledgeofſuchrare Doctors. 
Therefore it ſtill remaineth, that 
this curtousand vain oſtentation of 
ſtrange tongues and Humane au- 
thorities ought to beſhunned by all 
ſound and modeſt Preachers in their 
ordinarie teaching of Chriftians,” Con- 
trariwiſe, the Apoſtles plainnes and 
{implicitieis tobe alwayes followed 
and imbraced, which was their con- 


ſtant order and pratiſe, If 
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' andall for this that our ſimple capa- 
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If God (as it were) debaſed him- 47 
ſelfe and would not ſpeak vnto vs in | 
his Maieſtie as theDivine excellency 
of his word required that he ſhould, 
but choſe a familiar meanes to teach 
vs by eventhe Miniſtery ofmen,thar 


is of our brethre like ynto our ſelves: 


Cities might comprehend, and be 
comfortably inſtructed in themyſte- 
rie of his will , Then ſurely in a” Han 
{on ought Men,whoare Gods Mini- 
ſters, to imitate the Lorde heerein : 
viz. niot to affect a profound, myſti- 
call, and ſtrange kinde of teachittg, 
butto labour for wordes and matter 
eaſte and familiar to the capacitiesof 
the ſimpleſt, ; q 
But thus * it pleaſed G o Þ (as it * Deur. 18 
were) to abaſc himſelfe in the tea- 75> 19oÞ 
ching of his people, F 
Therefore,&c, 
What- 
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"Oz extation 


Whatſoever is a ſtong inducemet 
to make many tothinke that the ſ1m- 
ple worde of God without the ad: 
dingof Mens Authoritics is not ſut- 
ficient, nor the beſt meanes for do- 


Arineto ſalvation, that ſame is very 
ſcandalous and vnlawfull. 


Butthe alleaging of Fathers and 
Philoſophers, 8c. as beeing the beſt 
way of ordinary teaching, isa ſtrong 
inducement to make men think that 
theſimple word of God is not a ſut- 
ficient rule, northe beſt meancs for 
doftrine to ſalvation. Which cxpe- 
rience proveth to much in anumber 
of all ſortes of men. 

Therefore that vſe is very ſcanda- 
lous and vnlawfull. 


When the hearers cannot proove 


&ſee whether the thinges which arc 


Prca- 


| in Pridel®fe 
Preached be ſoorno, then that or- 
t © derof Preaching is bad and not to 
- _ bevſed. Forqueſtionles inall ſound 
.. , andprofitabletecaching that ſpecial- 
- | lieoughttobeprovided for, (which | 
-  welſee *the Apoſtle had care of) « ag. 5.1 
;  thatthe hearers may beable by the- 1. | 
, ſelves toſcarch and ſee whether that 
| Whichthey hearebeſoorno. 
| But when ſtrange toungs are vſed, 
' __ Authorities and ſentences of Fathers 
and Philoſophers alleaged, then the 
ordinary hearers cannot prove and 
{ce whethcrthoſethingsareſoorno, 
which arcfaid. 
; Therefore this order ofPreachin 
1s vill, and not to be vſed. | 


'* That maner of teaching wherein + 
all that is ſaid may be vnderſtood by 

all, is better then that wherein many 
things vttered cannot be ynderſtood F 


by | | 


| byall 


' people, 
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| butonly by ſom who areex- 
traordinary and learned hearers, 


Bur when Fathers and Philoſo- 


phers & ſtrange languages are vſed, 
many vnderſtand not that which yer 


_ they fooliſhly admire. Contrarily 


when the words are familiar and the 
matter Canonicall, then all vnder- 
ſtand, both the learned and. vnlecar- 
ad may receavecdification. 
Therefore this way of teaching is 


the beſt.and the other the worſt. 
Laſtly, Allthe Ancient godly Fa- 
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thers themſelves(like as the later alſo) 


did preciſely keepe this maner of 
teaching, and altogeather ſhunned 


the other : namely Auguſtin, Chry- 


foſtom, Nazianzen, Leo, &c : as ap- 


or Hofnilies which they made to the 


peateth ift their ordinary Sermons 
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Thereforeinallreaſon it ſcemeth, 


A 
the contrary vſe to ſpeake Latin to 
0 Enolih | to CitE rr of 
 / meninordinaryPreaching,isagreat 
TI faultin Miniſters, and innowilſets 
Y beallowed. 
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= Ifaryſpedh, let himfpeck as the wrd 
of God. 1.P CtegeIs 


